
R E S O L U T I O N  S U P P O R T I N G  I M P L E M E N T A T I O N  O F  T H E

Water Resources Plan for the Delaware River Basin
“A Common Vision for a Common Resource”“A Common Vision for a Common Resource”“

Whereas, the fi ve Commissioners of the Delaware River Basin Commission are the Governors of the four Basin 
states — Delaware, New Jersey, New York and Pennsylvania — and a United States representative 
appointed by the President, who votes on behalf of all federal agencies. Since 1997, the United States 
representative has been the Commander of the North Atlantic Division of the United States Army 
Corps of Engineers; and

Whereas, by resolution dated September 29, 1999 (1999 Resolution), the Governors of the Basin states, 
supported by the United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), the United States Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA),  and the National Park Service (NPS), challenged the community of the 
Delaware River Basin to develop a unifying vision for the Basin; and

Whereas, in their 1999 Resolution the Governors also affi  rmed that as trustees of the Basin’s natural resources, 
they have a duty to protect, conserve and manage the waters and ecosystem of the Delaware River 
Basin; and

Whereas, as stewards of the Basin’s natural resources, the Delaware River Basin Commission (Commission) 
and all members of the Basin community share in this duty; and

Whereas, the 1999 Resolution specifi cally directed the Commission to develop a new comprehensive water 
resources plan for the Basin, to periodically compile an environmental goals and indicators report, 
and to establish a watershed advisory council; and

Whereas, in response to the challenge and directives of the 1999 Resolution, in the spring of 2001 the 
Commission convened its Watershed Advisory Council, comprised of representatives of the Delaware 
Estuary Program, the USACE, the EPA, the NPS, the United States Geological Survey (USGS), the 
United States Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS), non-profi t organizations, state, local and county 
governments, and businesses representing a broad spectrum of Basin interests; and

Whereas, the Watershed Advisory Council, in consultation with existing Commission advisory committees, ad 
hoc committees, and focus groups, has worked diligently over a period of three years to respond to the 
challenge of the 1999 Resolution with a unifying vision for the Basin; and

Whereas, this vision is set forth in a document known as the Water Resources Plan for the Delaware River 
Basin: A Common Vision for a Common Resource (Basin Plan), which lays out policy direction for 
the use, protection and enhancement of the Basin’s water resources through the year 2030; and

Whereas, the Basin Plan contains principles, goals and objectives to guide and direct actions that infl uence the 
quality and quantity of water resources in the Basin; now therefore,



Be It Resolved that the Delaware River Basin Commissioners support the principles, goals, and objectives 
embodied in the Basin Plan and direct the Commission staff , in developing the Commission’s new 
comprehensive water resources plan, to be guided by the Basin Plan; and

Be it Further Resolved that the Delaware River Basin Commissioners, the EPA, the NPS, the USGS, and the 
USFWS will support and help to implement the goals and objectives of the Basin Plan; and 

Be it Further Resolved that in accordance with the 1999 Resolution, the Commissioners direct the staff , in 
coordination with state and federal agencies, to compile an environmental goals and indicators 
report every fi ve years, with the fi rst report to be issued in 2006, to defi ne the state of the 
Basin and describe progress towards achieving the desired results of the Basin Plan; and

Be it Further Resolved that the Commissioners thank the many individuals who devoted 
their time and creativity to the complex task of developing the Basin Plan.

And Be it Finally Resolved that with appreciation for all that the many contributors to the Basin Plan have 
accomplished, the Delaware River Basin Commissioners now present the Commission staff  and the 
Basin community as a whole with the even greater challenge of developing strategies and undertaking 
activities to realize the goals of the Basin Plan, with assurance of the Commissioners’ continued 
support for these endeavors.
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Th e United States Environmental Protection Agency, as an offi  cial member of the Delaware Estuary Program, 
the National Park Service, as a major federal land and water manager within the Delaware River Basin, the 
United States Geological Survey, in its capacity as a leading contributor to the examination and assessment of the 
Basin’s natural resources, and the United States Fish & Wildlife Service, consistent with its mission to conserve, 
protect, and enhance fi sh, wildlife and plants and their habitats for the continuing benefi t of the American people, 
hereby affi  rm their support of the Commission’s actions taken this day, by signing this Resolution Supporting 
Implementation of the Water Resources Plan for the Delaware River Basin.

Eff ective this thirteenth day of September in the year 2004:
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