
Hepa s B Case Classifica on Algorithm 

 Posi ve an ‐HBs/HBsAb OR

 Posi ve total an ‐HBc OR

 Posi ve HBeAb

If no, start at 

Is HBsAg, HBeAg, HBV DNA  OR an ‐HBc IgM  posi ve? 
No Not a  case 

Yes Unknown 

Is one or more of the following 
posi ve?  

HBsAg, HBeAg and/or HBV DNA   

Obtain addi onal tes ng from lab and/or 

doctor OR Recommend addi onal tes ng (if 

not previously done) 

Nega ve: HBsAg and/or  HBV DNA 

Not a  case 

Does the pa ent have symptoms consistent 

with acute viral hepa s (i.e. abdominal 

pain/cramps, fever, headache, malaise, ano‐

rexia, nausea, vomi ng, dark urine, or diar‐

rhea) AND has jaundice OR ALT levels >100 

IU/L? 

Has the pa ent had a documented nega ve 

HBsAg result within 6 months prior to a 

posi ve test (HBsAg, HBeAg, or HBV DNA, 

HBV genotype) 

Note: this does not require acute clinical 

presenta on to meet the surveillance case 

defini on 
Confirmed, 

Hepa s B, 

Acute 

Is the pa ent known to have a 

chronic hepa s B  infec on? 

Has the pa ent had a documented posi ve HBsAg 

and/or HBeAg and/or HBV DNA test result ≥ 6 months 

prior? 

Confirmed, 

Hepa s 

B, Chronic 

Probable 

Hepa s 

B, Chronic 

Confirmed, 

Hepa s B, 

Acute 

Yes 

No 

Unknown No 

Yes 

Yes No 

Confirmed Acute and Chronic Hepa s B Cases are reported to CDC annually  

Revised September 2018 based on CSTE case defini ons: h ps://wwwn.cdc.gov/nndss/case‐defini ons.html 

Yes 

No 

Posi ve an ‐HBc IgM* 

Yes 

HBV abbrevia ons: 

 HBsAg: HBV surface an gen 

 An ‐HBs/HBsAb: HBV surface an body 

 HBV DNA: HBV Nucleic Acid Test [NAT]; PCR

 HBeAg: HBV li le e an gen

 HBeAb: HBV li le e an body 

 An ‐HBc: total HBV core an body

 An ‐HBc IgM: HBV core an body IgM 

*Posi ve HBsAg, HBeAg

and/or HBV DNA AND a
nega ve an ‐HBc IgM

**Please be advised: effective January 2024, a new case definition will 
be utilized. Guidance documents will be updated to reflect changes.**




